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PUBLIC IMAGE AND POLICY COMMITTEE
MARCH 9, 2026 10:00 AM 
VIRTUAL MEETING MINUTES


	MEMBERSHIP ATTENDANCE: X - Denotes Attendance

	
	Voting Members (only one voting member per CSB)
	
	
	
	Non-Voting Members

	X
	Chair- Jennifer Hibbard – View Point Health
	X
	Legacy BHS – Paivi Parssinen
	x
	GACSB – Vanessa Cameron

	X
	Advantage - David Kidd - Advantage
	
	Middle Flint – Angela Holt
	
	Consultant – Ellen Reynolds

	X
	Aspire- Dana Glass
	
	
	x
	Consultant – Bernard Reynolds

	X
	Avita – Cathy Ganter
	
	Unison – Tiffany Henderson
	x
	Advantage- Tammy Conlin 

	
	Claratel- Fabio van der Merwe
	
	
	x
	Highland Rivers - Kristy Lindstrom

	
	Middle Georgia – Denise Forbes 
	
	
	
	Highland Rivers – Melanie Dallas

	X
	Gateway – Ashley Allen
	
	
	x
	View Point Health - Debbie Varnes

	x
	GA Pines – RJ Hurn- PROXY – Nicole Cromer	
	
	
	x
	Claratel – Alecea Quintyne

	
	
	
	
	
	Claratel – Catalec Chester

	x
	Highland Rivers- Mike Mullet
	
	
	X
	GACSB – Arienne Hall 

	Guests: Arie Hall

	DISTRIBUTION: PIP 3/9/26 Agenda, PIP 2/27/26 Minutes



	Agenda Items
	Discussion
	Action/Resolution
	Responsibility
	Due Date

	Welcome/Preamble
	Jennifer called the virtual meeting to order at 4:03 PM. 
	
	
	

	Approval of Agenda
	A Quorum was confirmed and the 3/9/2026 agenda was approved without changes by David Kidd and Cathy Ganter. 

	
	
	

	Approval of Minutes
	A motion to approve the 2/27/26 meeting minutes was made by David Kidd and seconded by Cathy Ganter. Motion carried without dissent.
	
	
	

	Government and Public Affairs 
	True North update – Given by Bernard 
· 
· Multiple pieces of legislation are in play, with some awaiting action and others already passed in either the House or Senate.
· HB291 (Health Certification of Community Health Workers) is still in the House without action since January 12, with a deadline of April 2.
· HB657 (Mental Health Qualifications for Recovery Community Organizations) passed the House and awaits action in the Senate.
· SB162 (Georgia Composite Medical Board Automated Credentialing) passed the House and is close to being finalized, with both chambers agreeing on amendments.
· HB535 is scheduled for Sharon Cooper's committee; a link will be sent for those wanting to watch.
· HB1097 (Criminal background checks) has crossed over and is waiting to be scheduled for a hearing.
	· Major behavioral health appropriations include a 40-bed forensic hospital ($26M), $409M for a new residential psychiatric hospital in DeKalb, and increased funding for hospitals and crisis services.
· Reduction in the state health benefit plan employer share for FY2027, with a one-month reduction in FY2026.
· Discussions included whether CSBs will have associated state funds reduced as a result; consensus is that reductions are likely.
· $12.65M in opioid settlement trust funds will go to a continuum of programs for adults with opioid addiction; details pending further information from DBHDD.

	
	



	BHRIC Update
	· No Update at this time
	
	
	

	Other – GACSB – 
	Presented by Vanessa 
· Vanessa presented a draft of the GACSB priorities document summarizing the five key bills being monitored and supported.
· Document will include plain-language descriptions and a section for final group comments before publication.
· Spring Fling registration has been sent out. 
· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Next Meeting
	The next meeting will be held on March 20th  at 10:00 AM. 
	
	
	

	Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned.
	
	
	

	Chair 
	Jennifer Hibbard
	Recorded By: Arienne Hall
	
	



1 | Page

2 | Page

image1.jpeg




