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PUBLIC IMAGE AND POLICY COMMITTEE
MARCH 27, 2026 10:00 AM 
VIRTUAL MEETING MINUTES


	MEMBERSHIP ATTENDANCE: X - Denotes Attendance

	
	Voting Members (only one voting member per CSB)
	
	
	
	Non-Voting Members

	
	Chair- Jennifer Hibbard – View Point Health
	X
	Legacy BHS – Paivi Parssinen
	x
	GACSB – Vanessa Cameron

	
	Advantage - David Kidd - Advantage
	
	Middle Flint – Angela Holt
	
	Consultant – Ellen Reynolds

	X
	Aspire- Dana Glass
	
	
	x
	Consultant – Bernard Reynolds

	X
	Avita – Cathy Ganter
	x
	Unison – Tiffany Henderson
	x
	Advantage- Tammy Conlin 

	x
	Claratel- Fabio van der Merwe
	
	
	x
	Highland Rivers - Kristy Lindstrom

	x
	Middle Georgia – Denise Forbes 
	
	
	x
	Highland Rivers – Melanie Dallas

	X
	Gateway – Ashley Allen
	
	
	
	View Point Health - Debbie Varnes

	x
	GA Pines – RJ Hurn
	
	
	
	Claratel – Alecea Quintyne

	
	
	
	
	
	Claratel – Catalec Chester

	x
	Highland Rivers- Mike Mullet
	
	
	X
	GACSB – Arienne Hall 

	Guests: Arie Hall

	DISTRIBUTION: PIP 3/27/26 Agenda, PIP 3/20/26 Minutes



	Agenda Items
	Discussion
	Action/Resolution
	Responsibility
	Due Date

	Welcome/Preamble
	Vanessa called the virtual meeting to order at 10:06 AM. 
	
	
	

	Approval of Agenda
	A Quorum was confirmed and the 3/27/2026 agenda was approved without changes by RJ Hurn and Dana. 

	
	
	

	Approval of Minutes
	A motion to approve the 3/20/26 meeting minutes was made by RJ Hurn seconded by Dana Glass. Motion carried without dissent.
	
	
	

	Government and Public Affairs 
	True North update – Given by Bernard

· Executive Director posting for CSBs was advertised recently and closes today; sentiment is that the posting is likely a required formality and that a preferred candidate is already identified.
· SB 428 (Medicaid waiver) passed and is headed to the governor for signature.
· SB 428 intent/driver (as described): largely influenced by DCH and hospitals (and possibly managed care) to reduce behavioral health crises presenting at hospitals by enabling earlier treatment for people with severe mental illness and reducing ER burden.
· Senate budget passed out of committee (not yet on the floor); it has not been scheduled for the rules calendar yet due to required readings, but is expected to be taken up soon (tentative guess: Tuesday).. 


	· HB 291 (certification of community health workers): last action was Jan 12 (Senate recommitted); unlikely to pass.
· HB 657 (mental health qualifications of recovery community organizations): was scheduled in Senate committee but appears to have been canceled; with few/no remaining Senate committee meetings, it likely will not pass unless a last-minute maneuver occurs.
· HB 1097: passed by the Senate via the House substitute.
· Recreation and Community Service Boards (Senate and House versions): both made it through (reached the “finish line”).

	
	



	BHRIC Update
	· No Update at this time
	
	
	

	Other – GACSB – 
	Presented by Vanessa 
· Spring Fling: registration closes today; Vanessa or Ari can assist.
· Hill Day: June 2–3; agenda not yet posted; registration may not yet be open beyond state captains.
· Proposed rules/public comment: last day for public comment noted as April 6; team discussed cleaning up edits and giving Brenda a heads-up/setting a meeting to walk through planned comments.
· Additional upcoming public comment: IDD statewide provider meeting indicated a separate public comment period is expected for CLAs, likely late April/early May (exact dates TBD).
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Next Meeting
	The next meeting will be held on April 7th at 9:00 AM. 
	
	
	

	Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned.
	
	
	

	Chair 
	Jennifer Hibbard
	Recorded By: Arienne Hall
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